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A family that
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The 2017 CATCH program graduated 10 entrepreneurs Tuesday, April 25 at Empath Health.
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BY GRACE
CUNNINGHAM
Neighborhood News
Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Tampa Bay Black
Business
Investment
Corp.’s
(TBBBIC)
CATCH small business
program graduated its
second cohort April 25.
The ceremony was held
at Empath Health, 3050
First Ave S, and celebrated the progress of
each graduate as they
were joined by friends,
family, community leaders and business owners.

This year, 10 entrepreneurs and business
owners graduated from
the CATCH program –
which stands for Coachable,
Action-oriented,
Timely, Collaboration
and Help. These skills
and qualities are instilled
in the program’s participants throughout the 16week course. Upon
completion, a $2,500
check is handed out to
those who stuck with it.
“This is an awesome
program for an entrepreneur that’s really looking
to advance their business,” Tahisia Scantling,

CATCH coordinator and
independent business
consultant said.
According to Scantling, the program was
born from the realization
that small business owners are not necessarily
only in need of financial
assistance, but also training. In partnership with
the Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg,
the TBBBIC expanded
its community development services by debuting the program last year.
By the end of the
course, participants developed mission state-

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ments and elevator
speeches, created vision
boards and learned fundamental skills such as
how to use QuickBooks,
an accounting program.
Graduates were also required to practice using
Facebook as a networking and collaboration
tool.
In addition to bringing in speakers and local
leaders to mentor participants, CATCH also provides great opportunities
for network building.
“I have met a lot of influential people that have
See CATCH, page 4

The Ponder legacy continues
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The National Council of
Negro
Women
(NCNW) St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section held a ribbon
cutting ceremony to
commemorate the reopening of the historic
Fannye Ayer Ponder
Council House last Saturday, April 29.
More than 100 people crowded in at 1835
Ninth Ave. S to witness
the reopening of the
historic landmark that
played a critical role for
women of color before,
during and after the
Civil Rights Movement.
The original building was constructed in

1940. After being declared a historic landmark in 1991, the
structure underwent
renovation in 2016
made possible by statefunded dollars secured
by then State Rep. Darryl Rouson.
“As I look around
and see all the strong
black women that are
here, I just want to say
thank you,” said Pinellas County Commissioner Kenneth Welch.
As an ambulance
with sirens blaring
drove by, Pinellas
County Urban League
President & CEO Watson L. Haynes II used
his humor to further
punctuate the significance of the Ponder
Council House.
“The ambulance is

Ribbon cutting ceremony
held Saturday, April 29
coming because they
couldn’t believe it’s so
many people here,” said
Haynes. He then reflected on his childhood.
“The joy of my life
was every Thanksgiving. My mother was a
cook for Head Start, but

Denise Wright, left, and
Pastor Kisha Jordan

every
Thanksgiving
Mrs. Ponder would
come to the house to
pick up her turkey and
her collard greens for
as long as she lived and
as long as she could
make it to the house. I
See PONDER, page 8
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ST. PETERSBURG – As
the models strutted their
stuff down a makeshift runway, they had no idea that
they were helping to raise
money for the less fortunate during this year’s holiday season.
Matters of the Heart
Ministry held their second
annual Spring Brunch &
Fashion Show at the Glad
Tidings Assembly of God
church last Saturday, April
29. This event is specifically held to help raise
money for the nonprofit’s
Thanksgiving Turkey giveaway and the Christmas
Toys for Tots extravaganza.
“This is the only event
that I do where we just ask
for donations for a mission
just to help us because the
other events are all free,”
said radio personality
Princess Denise Wright
from Praise 1590 AM
WRXB & 96.5 FM Radio.
“We just give, give, give to
the community, and we just
have one fundraiser event
for the year.”
Wright began Matters
of the Heart Ministry 13
years ago in an effort to
give back to the community. She remembers a time
when she needed help and
vowed to reach out to others if she was ever in a position to do so.
Monies raised from last
Saturday’s event will help
the ministry purchase
turkeys and nonperishable
items for Thanksgiving
and toys and gift certificates for those needing
help during the Christmas
holidays.
And don’t forget that no
one walks away hungry
when Wright is around.
Each year her events are
packed with good food, including this one where she
See BRUNCH, page 10
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Fight the blight
One of the biggest
pieces of the puzzle that
seems to be missing in the
city’s economic redevelopment plan for South St. Petersburg
is
communication. That’s
why as citizens we must
take it upon ourselves to
protect the people’s right
to equal and equitable access to progress.
The onus is on our entire “village” to ensure that
we connect neighbors to
the tools and resources at
their disposal to better
their quality of life.
Through my civic and
community engagement,
I’ve learned that some of
the biggest problems are
solved at the street, neighborhood, and local level.
I’ve also learned that part
of the reason South St. Petersburg has not reached
its highest echelon of success is due in-part to a lack
of funding for infrastructure upgrades.
After careful critique
and review of community
members concerns, the
South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment
Area (CRA) grant selection process has been revised to promote better
transparency. Although we
face a number of hurdles
I’m optimistic that if we
work together, we can

properly allocate these
funds to combat poverty in
an area that is home to 14%
of our city’s population.
The CRA Grant Program was created in 2015
as part of the City of St. Petersburg’s 30-year revitalization plan for South St.
Pete designed to help
boost private investment in
commercial and multifamily residential development
in South St. Petersburg.
The CRA is generally located between Fourth St.
and 49th St., from Second
Ave. N. to 30th Ave. S.
The City will begin taking CRA grant applications
on Monday, May 8, 2017,
with a deadline of 5 p.m. on
Friday, June 16, 2017. Applications must be delivered to the Planning and
Economic Development
Department, which is located on the Ninth floor of
the Municipal Services
Center at One Fourth
Street North in Downtown
St. Petersburg.
In an effort to help better educate the applicants
and assist them in the
grant application process,
City Administration will be
offering workshops in various locations and satellite
office hours at either
Enoch Davis Recreation
Center or the Childs Park
YMCA. The next work-

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

shop will be held on from
5:30 – 7 P.M. on May 11th
at The Greenhouse (440
Second Ave N).
Investing in eliminating poverty within our
community is just as important as fighting global
warming or raising the
minimum wage. That’s
why we must unite to fight
the blight in South St. Pete!
The first step to solving
the issues related to economic revitalization begins
with educating our community on how to be selfsustaining. One of the
most scholarly humanitarians of our time, the late
President Nelson Mandela
once said, “Education is
the most powerful weapon
which you can use to
change the world.”
God bless,
Corey Givens Jr., South
St. Pete CRA Advisory
Committee Member

Where have all the
black-owned businesses gone?
Dear Editor:
In a recent business
article, researcher Brian
S. Feldman explored the
question: “What happened
to all the black-owned
businesses?”
Feldman does a comprehensive review of the
history of black-owned
businesses and how they
slowly eroded over the
past 30 years. Examples
were cited of the blackowned hair industry. Feldman wrote that former
Revlon executive predicted in 1986 that blackowned
hair
care
businesses would be sold
to white companies. He
was correct.
In 1996, Ivax purchased Johnson Products,
the 39-year-old company
that sold Ultra Sheen. That
acquisition, according to
Feldman, was the beginning of the end of blackowned
hair
care
companies. His prediction
came true within 10 short
years.
Another example cited
was the Llewellyn grocery
store chain in the Bronx.
In 1969, J. Bruce Llewellyn
grew 10 grocery stores in
the Bronx to the nation’s
largest minority-owned retail business. Feldman
cites the shift away from
policies that anti -trust enforcement and other fair
trade laws permitted
major box giants like Walmart to engage in business practices that were
once illegal. In 1990
Llewellyn’s reign ended!

Feldman also tackled
the demise of blackowned funeral homes. In
her book “To Serve the
Living: Funeral Directors
and the African American
way of Death,” Susan
Smith, Ph.D. stated that in
most towns African-American funeral home owners
and directors were historically the most independently owned businesses
because they were not beholden to white business.
Not anymore. According to Smith, independently owned AfricanAmerican funeral homes
are in peril. She cites the
evolution of national
chains such as Service
Corporation International
for moving African-American funeral homes out of
business.
She also cites a 40 percent drop in membership
of the National Funeral Directors and Morticians Association as another
example of decline.
In Feldman’s article,
he quotes Bob Dickerson,
CEO of the Birmingham
Business Resource Center, who posits had our
businesses been maintained and the money
plowed back into our communities, it would have
made the world of different in the sustainability of
our businesses and institutions.
This is exactly the
premise and foundation
the St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP is hosting its 2017
Freedom Fund Celebra-

tion on. As a result, 90 percent of the money spent
will be disbursed to minority- owned business within
the community.
We believe that we
can’t, as a civil rights organization, be viewed as
credible when talking
about economic opportunities for black-owned
businesses when we are
not intentional about creating economic opportunities for them ourselves.
Our 20017 Freedom
Fund Celebration, themed
a Juneteenth Celebration,
will be an all-white classy
and casual affair, and will
be held on the grounds of
the historic McCabe
United Methodist Church
on Saturday, June 17, located at 2800 26th Ave. S,
starting at 6:00 p.m.
Tickets @ $50.00 and
souvenir booklet ads are
still available by calling
727-798-5361, by attending
our May 23 general membership meeting at the
Enoch Davis center or by
visiting our website at
naac-stpete.org.
Maria L. Scurggs

Praise the Lord Saints
A DEPARTURE FROM SOUND
DOCTRINE – Part 2
Paul wrote to Titus, a Greek convert
who he appointed to set elders in the
churches established in Crete.
“Holding fast the faithful word as he
has been taught, that he may be able, by
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict” (Titus 1:9).
He likewise mentions in Philippians
2:15-16: “that you may become blameless
and harmless, children of God without
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you
shine as lights in the world, holding fast
the word of life, so that I may rejoice in
the day of Christ that I have not run in
vain or labored in vain.”
The Greek word for holding fast is
epecho, it means to hold upon, i.e. to retain; to pay attention to. In Titus 1:9 when
Paul mentions “holding fast the faithful
word” the Greek word is antechomai – it
is more active and intense, it means to
hold oneself opposite to, or against, hold
back, withstand, to keep oneself directly
opposite to anyone, hold to him firmly,
cleave to, paying heed to him (the Lord
by His word).
Holding fast the word is someone
who is Bible based, sound in his understanding of what the Scripture says and
does not say. He understands what God
has said as God’s word is living and active
today just as it was when it was spoken
or written.
“As he has been taught” the Greek
means “According to the teaching.”
Meaning they received the truth for
some time and are trained up in it. There
are some people that know the truth, but
need encouragement to continue in it,
others are ignorant and unintentionally
oppose it. Then there are some who intentionally align themselves AGAINST
the truth with full knowledge they are
not esteeming God’s written word.
Titus is told, “Exhort” (convict)- who?
Those who contradict the word- the gainsayers (v.10). They are to actively refute
the objections and defend the truth.
If you are firm in your belief of the
doctrines of the Christian faith, you can
be relied on to maintain and defend those
doctrines. You can be expected to withstand those in opposition because you
have become familiar and digested the
faithful word.
2 Thess. 2:15: “Therefore, brethren,
stand fast, (holding fast) and hold the traditions which ye have been taught,
whether by word, or our epistle.” Hold or
stand fast is the Greek word steko, a perfect tense meaning to be stationary, to
persevere: in other words we are not to
be moved. Those who continue in sound
doctrine have not moved from what they
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were taught, it is those who do not teach
sound doctrine that have moved from
where they once were.
Convince- Greek (elengchein) “convict.” We are to both exhort and to convince those who contradict. To persuade
them and bring them over to God’s correct view by using kind exhortation, and
by instruction that will convince them
they are wrong and this is what is meant.
We convince by the truth and we know
they are of us if they are willing to hear
and seek the truth. However, if they do
not listen and are contentious then we
must take the next step.
By “Sound” doctrine (Greek:
hugiaino) means healthy, like the saying,
“sound advice,” to be uncorrupt (true in
doctrine). A church becomes unhealthy
not because the gifts are not being used
but because of no sound doctrine being
consistently taught. This is our problem
today. To be healthy means we are growing to maturity, we are growing in love,
in grace, not being dysfunctional. If you
are sound in doctrine the gifts will flow
out correctly. When we see people have
an unbalanced obsession with healing,
miracles and rigorously pursue experiences it is because they have not been
taught sound doctrine. They have neglected to train themselves in godliness
that sound doctrine produces.
“The Faithful word” are the true doctrines. This means that we are to hold
this, in opposition to those who would
wrest it away, and in opposition to all false
teachers we would encounter.
Titus 1:10 “For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision” Paul
calls them unruly- rebellious people, deceivers. These are those that do not receive the sound doctrine, and are not
willing to submit to the authority of Scripture. They are ruled by their own opinions, not Christ.
We find that THOSE WHO OPPOSE
SOUND DOCTRINE ARE: Proud 1Tim.
6:3-4; Ignorant 1 Tim. 6:4; Doting about
questions; 1Tim. 6:4; abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good
work Titus 1:16; Not to be received 2
John 1:10; To be avoided Rom 16:17; Not
to be endured by the saints 2 Tim. 4:3.
Do you do this? Do you separate, withstand or expose those who contradict the
truth and shipwreck people? Jesus said
you are either for me or against me. Consider what the apostles did when they
found false teachers or teaching surfacing or influencing a church. They wrote
about it, they named names if necessary,
they were actively withstanding the influence.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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Where do we go from here: An
open letter to the NAACP and my
fellow community members
First and foremost, I’d
like to thank the editor for
allowing me to express
the following thoughts
and opinions as well as
providing the community
with a safe and unbiased
platform.
In the past couple of
weeks, many community
members have been taken
aback and have been in
protest over the actions of
former Campbell Park
Principal Christine Hoffman. Well, as an AfricanAmerican
parent
of
several children at Campbell Park Elementary and
living in the community, I
couldn’t be more disappointed in the community
than I am now.
First, let’s get to the email. In reality, it sounded
bad. It sounded terrible
but because we have become such reactionary
people, no one cared to
hear an explanation or
search for some type of
understanding, and to be
totally honest, no matter
what she would have said
to explain herself, no one
wanted the truth.
For one, the Times reported it being about 49
white children at the
school, but any active parent or community member would tell you that
there are probably less
than 18 white students in
the entire school. Secondly, she tried to explain
that if there were two
white kids in the fourth
grade, just put them together with the rest of the
children.
Did you hear that?
They would still be kept
with the rest of the children. Did I agree? No.
Was I able to understand
the intent? Absolutely. Did
I agree with the intent?
No. But did this call for
claims of racism and segregation? Absolutely not.
While other ethnicities
were overlooked and we
can agree that it was insensitive, let’s take a
minute to be real with ourselves.
If you were the only
person in a room full of
people who didn’t share
the same ethnic background or culture as yourself, would you not want
someone there who you’d
be able to relate to? A
friend? Spouse? Acquaintance?
This is all now irrelevant but could have been
a great learning experience for the community
and all parties involved an opportunity to have
this discussion in a nonhostile
environment
would have paved the way
for growth, understanding
and uniting the school and
neighborhood rather than
to divide it.
Ignorance isn’t always
the same as racism and
those that look like you
aren’t always for you,
while those that don’t
aren’t always against you.
Needless to say, this article isn’t in defense of Mrs.
Hoffman, but a plea to
think and listen for understanding rather than to listen (or read) for the sole
purpose of reacting. How
quick our ministers are to
preach love but fail to
practice forgiveness.
Last week, my hus-

band and I read the article
by Maria Scruggs and her
thoughts on the “Cultures
of Complacency.” She explained that community
members should be educated on school board
policies and operations,
holding the district and
board members accountable for its actions, hiring
policies and responsibility
in educating our children.
However, the article becomes problematic when
there is no accountability
placed on parents and
community members to
become active and involved in their children’s
education.
There have been quite
a few community events,
teacher conferences and
ongoing
activities
throughout the year at
Campbell Park Elementary, and although there
are usually pretty good
turn outs for community
events, there are only
about two to four parents
who show up for student
data meetings and conferences.
I have three children,
wherein each grade level
held two data meetings
this year. I’ve made four
out of the six meetings,
but each time only two to
four parents showed up.
Not once in the entire year
have I seen the NAACP,
community clergy or any
of the people who stood
outside of the gates
protesting (in the middle
of state testing) step foot
at this school, until now.
But I will tell you what
I have seen: teachers
going into their pockets
purchasing shoes, shirts,
socks and underwear for
their students, providing
breakfast for kids who
come late, snacks to sustain them until lunch and
when I visit my own kids
during lunch I see mentors and churches who
aren’t even in or from this
community consistently
mentoring, donating and
volunteering their time
every single week.
Mind you, only a few
of these visitors are
African American. Once
again, no NAACP, members of the clergy or any of
the protestors. I’ve stood
in the office and have witnessed parents yelling at
administrators and teachers for not being able “to
control” their child. When
did we become a people
whose children need controlling and are unable to
respect adults and have
basic morals? Teachers
are not only responsible
for teaching our children
but for raising many of
them as well. I’m disappointed in us.
Why is that not up for
discussion? Why is there
no longer parental accountability for raising our
children? Where is the
NAACP, pastors and community members then?
Where is the outrage in
that? Where all the bandwagoners who only show
up and have an opinion
when there is controversy?
The NAACP and community members have
also continued to label our
kids as failing but have
done nothing to help the
situation and get involved.

Former Campbell
Park Principal
Christine Hoffman has
been replaced by
Kathleen S. YoungParker, principal of
Cypress Woods
Elementary in Palm
Harbor pending
School Board
approval.
As a parent of three beautiful, smart and hardworking children, I find that
very offensive - and so do
my children. I’ve considered taking them out several times, and not
because of the teacher or
the principal, but after seeing classrooms destroyed
due to bad and should be
unacceptable behavior,
which takes away from
the time that my children
should be learning.
Yet, according to my
kids, many of these same
kids are removed then
sent back to class with little to no consequence. If I
had to guess, it would be
because we, as black people, have taken all accountability away from the
student and their parents
and labeled any due punishment as racism and unjust.
It seems like the
NAACP and other protestors are more interested
in finding an issue rather
than finding the truth and
obtaining a well thoughtout solution. Did they talk
to any active parents? Not
just those that agree but
those that may have differing opinions? Speak to any
teachers? As much as I
love my neighborhood,
my community and my
people, we are truly messing up.
I leave with you with
this, about a year or so ago
three African-American
teenage girls were killed
in a stolen car running
from the police. My sincere condolences to the
families as I hope to never
know what it’s like to lose
a child.
The car, as we know,
landed into a body of
water and the girls died.
Community
members
screamed racism and
protested the removal of
the officers for not attempting to save them,
but no one from the community questioned why
these girls were out and
not at home asleep. No
one questioned why they
were with this man, why
they stole his car, if their
parents knew where they
were, why they were running from the police, why
was it okay to have multiple and previous arrests
as teenagers...nothing.
All accountability was
taken off of the girls and
off of the parents. Our
kids are dying and many
of their lives are going
down the drain, and unfortunately, we are the ones
to blame.
Anonymous

      

3

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
10 entrepreneurs are unleashed into the community
CATCH, from front page

helped me be able to perfect my craft,” Tiffany
Moore, CEO of Moore
Eventful, said. “CATCH is a
great program for any
startup entrepreneur. It has
been wonderful for me.”
These networks were
on display throughout the
night, as past and present
graduates were recruited
to help put on the event.
Photographer
Jamara
Forbes participated in the
inaugural class last year,
and this year she was the
official event photographer
for the graduation. Moore
provided custom decorations through her business,
an event planning and dec-

orating company, making
her
experience
with
CATCH instantly applicable.
“It has allowed me opportunities to show people
my work so that I can possibly get other work in the
future,” Moore said.
Even participants who
had already earned business degrees had something to gain from the
CATCH program’s unique
and immersive approach.
Leslie Coley, owner of
Dyvine
Appointments
Salon, mentioned she was
unsure of what she could
learn but quickly came to
understand the value of the

Pastor Claude Williams

program.
“Coming into that program with much skepticism, they just blew my
mind with all of the knowledge that I received,” Coley
said.
The program covers a
wide range of topics, such
as agenda planning, time
management and tax
preparation. Also, like
Moore, Coley expressed
her gratitude for the relationships built over the 16week period.
“The connections that
we made were just awesome,” Coley said. “I’ve got
lifetime friends now, and
I’m looking forward to

Deborah Figgs-Sanders

going to the next level in
my business.”
Coley noted the importance of the support system developed between
participants, and how she
made sure to never miss a
class – no matter the circumstances.
The guest speakers at
the graduation echoed the
importance of lifelong
learning and community
connections.
Kenneth
Stewart, president of
Tampa-based Integrated
Security Consultants, told
the graduates to look
ahead with the attitude that
there is always something
to learn.

Mayor Rick Kriseman,
representing the City of St.
Petersburg as a co-sponsor
of the program, also spoke
to the graduates and told
them about the community
as a resource.
“You are doing more
than investing in a business, you’re investing in
the community,” Kriseman
said.
Renee Edwards, owner
of Skin Kandii and a 2016
graduate of the CATCH
program, spoke to attendees and likened the
process of starting and
growing a business to
learning to ride a bicycle.
Though daunting at first,

TBBBIC President Albert Lee

the CATCH program gives
participants the push they
need – they just have to
keep pedaling.
From here, the 2017
graduates will continue 18
months of monthly meetings to track their progress
and continue growing their
businesses. They received
the push, and now they
look forward to the future.
Business owners and
entrepreneurs can start applying to join the next
group of CATCH participants by visiting tampabaybbic.com
and
downloading an application.

CATCH coordinator
Tahisia Scantling

Sharon Brown

Anetra Byrd

Leslie Hayes Coley

John Frazier

Dr. Faye Golden

Nicole Gordon

Lorielle J. Hollaway

Tenisha Mitchell

Tiffany Moore

Annie Tyrell

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
A family that plays together
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Eckerd College was the site
of a reunion of sorts that
could possibly be a sequel
to the film “Love & Basketball.”
The action took on the
flavor of a sibling rivalry
where big brother returns
home to find that his
younger brother has grown
to be stronger, faster and
jumps higher than when he
left.
Then there were the
brothers brought together
by marriage who are so
connected that they refuse
to be separated by life and
often use this same gym to
play one-on-one full court
with just the two of them.
Speaking of full court basketball, joining the younger
cousins was the All Sunshine State guard who
wooed many crowds on
this same floor for four
years as a member of the
Eckerd College Triton basketball team.
Rounding out the players are two brothers who
are both in high school, one
a star in football and basketball and the other in track.
Brothers and cousins connected as family and
brought together by a sailor
who returned home for a
visit and a game of basketball.
“It’s nice coming home
and being around family.
Coming back and playing
in Eckerd’s gym brings
back memories from high
school,” said Jaron McCree, a 2007 graduate of
The Boca Ciega High

  

School.
Jaron brought his wife
and daughter as he tried
not to get trounced by the
younger generation.
“I’m trying to act like a
spring chicken when I
know that I’m not,” he said.
Jaron said he doesn’t
often get a chance to play
ball with family when he’s
deployed, so enjoying moments such as this and “getting the support from so
many people makes it all
worth it.”
Living in Virginia
Beach, Va., along with his
wife Brittany and their
three-year-old daughter Jordanyn, he’s in his seventh
year serving in the United
States Navy. After his glory
days at Boca Ciega where
he played football and basketball, he went on to Baker
University in Kansas where
he played football prior to
joining the U.S. Navy. His
brief return home brought
a lot of fun, love and basketball.
“It felt like a reunion.
Some of us moved away so
we don’t see each other although we talk on the
phone,” stated Roderick
McCree II, who recently
moved back to St. Petersburg after living in Plantation, Fla., for seven years.
“It brought back a lot of
memories and reminded
me how much I enjoy family.”
Be it a reunion of sorts
or a challenge to be the
best, basketball is the one
thing that will bring together this family of athletes.
Oh, and you can count

on a lot of smack talk, oneon-one challenges within
the game, physical play and
a lot of running up and
down the court. It’s brutal;
those past their prime just
watch. Only the strong will
survive, but the family continues to play together.
Along with the fellowship of the day and the competition of the games, the
McArthur Center gym
holds especially fond memories for one family member, Sharrod McCree who
played on the Eckerd College Men Basketball team
from 2000-04.
“Man it has been a while
since I’ve had this feeling in
this gym,” said Sharrod. “I
had a great career playing
[basketball] at Eckerd.”
While there, Sharrod
had 20 plus win seasons. In
2003, the team had the most
wins in school history and
went to the Elite 8 signifying

one of the top eight teams
in the country for Division
II schools. Eckerd won the
Sunshine State Conference
Championship in 2004.
“This is home and I had
a great time here,” Sharrod
said. “Today brings back
that feeling.”
So how does Joshua,
the younger brother in this
sibling rivalry who has
grown up to be stronger,
faster and jumps higher
than when big brother last
left, feel about his day on
the court with his bigger
navy brother?
“It was great. I gave
him buckets,” said Joshua,
smiling.
They rode off together
looking to fill the next few
hours that they’ll have together to play.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
Brittany, Jordanyn and Jaron McCree
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Chess is a strategy for life
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Chess is more than just a
board game to James Randolph. The basic concept
of chess is the strategy involved and he feels you
must have a life strategy
to achieve success.
Randolph has been an
avid player since being in-

troduced to the game
when he was in the 10th
grade at Gibbs High
School.
“Chess can [help] you
to become a better
thinker,” he said. “It
teaches deductive reasoning. You have a more scientific way of looking at
life and you’re a more rational person.”
Chess originated in
600 A.D. in India, then

LIFE IS LIKE A
GAME OF CHESS:
1. You can play without a
plan, but you will most
likely lose
2. Challenges initiate
growth
3. Teaches you how to
anticipate the actions
of others
4. Losing isn’t the same
as failing

spread to Persia, and from
Persia the world was introduced to this board
game that has pieces with
names reminiscent of a
bygone era of royalty
such as king, the queen,
bishop, knight, rook and
pawn that are all poised in
“battle” to overcome the
opposition.
The object of the
game is to checkmate
(threatened with capture)
the
opponent’s
king. When the king is
placed in check and the
check cannot be defended, the game is
over.
Randolph explained
the intricate moves and
pieces:
Pawns are the foot
soldiers. They move
two squares on their
first move and one
square thereafter. They
can only capture pieces
diagonally.
Bishops move diagonally and capture only
on their color. One
bishop moves on white
squares and the other
bishop moves on dark
squares.
The knight moves in
a capital “L” shape and
can jump over other
pieces. Because of the

knight’s unusual movement, it can attack several
pieces simultaneously.
This ability of the knight
is called a fork.
The rook, or castle as
it is sometimes called,
moves horizontally and
vertically. As long as its
path is unobstructed, it
can move any number of
squares in its direction
and capture any undefended piece of the opponent.
The queen is the most
powerful piece on the
board. It possesses the
movements of the bishop
and the rook. The queen
can move any number of
unobstructed
squares
vertically and horizontally. Combined with any
other piece, the Queen
can quickly give checkmate to the opponent’s

King.
The king can move
only one square at a time
in any direction as long as
his path is unobstructed
and he is not moving into
check, which is illegal.
Randolph graduated
from Gibbs in 1968 and
obtained a bachelor’s degree in English from Eckerd College. He was an
educator at several local
schools until he became
employed by the St. Petersburg Times as a production supervisor and
retired after 26 years. He
is now employed part
time by the City of St. Petersburg Library system
in security. He says he enjoys it because he gets to
work in the community
and with the kids.
There are chess tournaments held throughout

the year such as United
States Chess Federation
and the Florida State
Chess
Championship
Games, which is put on by
the Florida Chess Association. In 1981, Randolph
won the state championship and has won the
St. Petersburg Championship twice.
Chess is enjoyed
throughout the city in
local parks, front porches
and at the downtown St.
Petersburg Chess Club.
Randolph plays at Enoch
Davis Center with the
Knights of Knowledge
Chess Club.
“Chess teaches you
about your character,
strengths and weaknesses,” Randolph said.
“Chess teaches you to
maintain balance in your
life.”

CONNECT WITH US!

Saturday, May 13
12:00 noon - 2:00 pm
The Sanderlin Center
2335 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Joy Comes in the Morning’
BY SORAYA K.ROUSE
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Author and playwright
Lucinda Askew has recently released a new
book
entitled
“Joy
Comes in the Morning”
and will be available at a
book signing this Sunday, May 7 at Chief Creole Café, 901 22nd St. S,
from 1-5 p.m.
The book’s title is
based on Psalms 30, and
the main character,
Tracey, overcomes some
Davidian obstacles due
to beauty, charm, education, wit and plain old
stubborn will. When
faced with the possibility
of losing her beloved
family, she brokers a deal
with her boss, a wealthy
banker.
“This novel came
about because myself
and others have held on
to past hatred without
being able to move forward,” explained Askew.
“In writing these fictional
characters, I learned we
have got to let go of our
past pain and hurt in
order to receive the
blessings that God has
for us.”

“Joy Comes in the
Morning” unapologetically pleads with us to
come to terms with our
own
unforgiveness.
There are passages in
the book that are “real,
raw and insightful,” as
stated by Dr. Sheila Tribble in the book’s forward.
“The intimate
themes, the exploration
of love, responsibility and
self-worth and empowerment are what give us
the opportunity to grow.”
The book is dictated
to the memory of the late
Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Jones
who used to say, “You
can’t fix what you won’t
face, the truth is messy,
and people are messy.”
“Jones encouraged
me to pursue my education and fulfill my destiny
as an author, playwright,
producer and director,”
said Askew.
The West Tampa native is the founder of Talents Blessed By GOD, a
local production company. Her work includes
“The Woman and the Alabaster Box,” “God has
the Last Say,” and “Jesus
Born in the Hood.”
A married mother of
four adult children and

Lucinda Askew
grandmother, she is a
member of Bible Based
Fellowship Church in
Carrollwood for more
than 25 years. She also
volunteers with Jack and
Jill of America, Incorporated and Men of Tomorrow, a youth group of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated.
Askew is a graduate
of Thomas Jefferson
High School and the University of Tampa, where
she received a degree in
Film Media and Communication with a minor in
speech, drama and theater.
Come meet Askew
and be inspired by her
novel filled with insight
and inspiration.






Pay grade
What is fair about earning 63 cents
to every dollar a white man earns?
This is the wage ratio of African-American women when compared to white
men collected by the Census Bureau.
Data indicates that for white women, it
is 73 cents.
Maybe if her expenses were discounted, it would not “hurt” so deeply.
It does hurt, however, and the pain is
felt in numerous areas throughout her
life. Her knack to stretch a dollar
amazes many, herself included.
Each year hundreds of thousands
of black and brown women graduate
from high schools, colleges and universities, symbolizing the official
launch of her professional pursuits.
Has anyone talked to her about the potential impact of pay inequities over the
course of her lifespan? The tradition
of moving her tassel from the right
side to the left side denotes her
progress towards full-time employment status, to being Miss Independent, to doing the “dang thang.” Is she
conscious about being paid her worth?
Let’s do the math. Research has
shown that earning 63 cents for every
dollar a white man earns means black
women will typically lose more than
$840,000 over a 40-year career when
doing the same job. Can you see how
her wealth building is hindered? Not
only does this impact her, but it also
impacts her family and community.
Interestingly, there was a time

when black women stood on auction
blocks and would be “awarded” to the
highest bidder. Those desiring her
“work” were willing to pay top dollar
for it. Is her fee for considerably better
working conditions 37 cents on every
dollar earned?
It is easy for people to say they believe in equal pay, but who is providing
income opportunities for this equality
for black women? Who is celebrating
her when she obtains positions and
pay grades that reflect this progress?
Who is actively helping her climb the
financial ladder knowing that others
like her will follow?
As a child she is told, “You can become anything you want.” She studies.
She dreams. She becomes the woman
of her dreams. Something is missing.
“When will I earn what he does”
time teaches her to ask. Like others,
she awaits the answer. In the meantime, she continues to ask.
If black women do not advocate for
herself to obtain equal pay, then her
wait for others to do so on her behalf
may never come. After all, being
black, professional, and woman is a
combination still foreign to many.
This year, July 3 is black Women’s
Equal Pay Day. Just as graduations
have been highlighted on family calendars, so should this day. Will you recognize it? Will the graduate?
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



   





  


SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.




Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Grand reopening of the Ponder Council House
PONDER, from front page

love this building; I love
what it meant.”
NCNW historian Cynthia Glenn talked about
the history of the house,
explaining that seven
years before the Council
House was even constructed, the seed for
what was to come would
be planted by Dr. Mary
McCloud Bethune in 1935
when President Franklin
D. Roosevelt appointed
her as the director of affairs of the National Youth
Administration as a special advisor.
Dr. Bethune was close
friends with the Ponder
family and treated Fannye
as a daughter. After the
young Fannye returned
from a trip to Washington
with Dr. Bethune, she was
inspired and started planting the seed for what
would eventually become
the NCNW of St. Petersburg by drawing together
like-minded women such
as Olive B. Mclin, Mary
Louise McCray, Ethel
Monroe, Carolyn Stitt and
Carrie Mae Newkirk.
These women would
have a major impact on
their community in all aspects of life.
The Council House
commemorates the location where Ponder estab-

lished a local affiliate of
the NCNW, the purpose of
which was to effect the integration of African Americans into the political,
educational, economic, social and cultural life of St.
Petersburg.
The building not only
provided a meeting place
for their group but served
to fill an unmet need in the
African-American community. It was the place
where
community
fundraising
activities
could be held and a place
for African Americans to
meet for recreation, business and civic purposes in
a segregated society.
The Council House
has also been known as
the Southside Community
Center and has been used
as a meeting place by several sororities, the Elks,
Concerned Citizens, the
Gulf Coast Lung Association, Gibbs High School
chorus, both political parties and the NAACP.
Ponder came to St. Petersburg from Ocala in
925 with her husband Dr.
James Ponder who was
appointed as city physician for the African-American community the
following year. She served
as the vice president of
the NCNW, founded Mc-

Cleod Bethune.
A graduate of Florida
A&M, Ponder taught at
Gibbs High School, organized the St. Petersburg
Metropolitan
Council of Negro Women,
organized the City Federation of Colored Women’s
Clubs, worked as a Republican
committeewoman and helped build
the Melrose Clubhouse.
Her accomplishments
in over 40 years of service
to her community and nation led to the declaration
of Fannye Ayer Ponder
Day by former St. Petersburg Mayor Herman
Goldner in 1972.
The Council House
was originally a one-story
L-shaped frame bungalow
with wood siding. In 1952,
the southwest portion of
the structure was demolished and a masonry addition was constructed.
Both sections of the structure were stuccoed.
For more information
about future events at the
Fannye A. Ponder Council
House, contact NCNW at
(727) 896-6556.
Much of the historical
information was provided
by the City of St. Petersburg.
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Does Your
Sprinkler
System
Need A
Check Up?
Is your sprinkler system watering as efficiently as it can?
The city is offering a free check-up to customers!
Participants in the program will receive at NO CHARGE:
• Complete sprinkler system evaluation
• Installation of a rain sensor device if one does not exist
• Suggestions that may help you save water and money

TO BE ELIGIBLE, you must be a city of St. Petersburg
water customer, and your property must:
1. Have an operating in-ground sprinkler system with timer
2. Irrigate with drinking (potable), reclaimed, or well water

APPLY NOW! SensibleSprinkling@stpete.org
CALL 727-551-3177 FOR AN APPLICATION

Limited time offer. Restrictions may apply. Installation of suggested
modifications not included in this offer. Partial funding provided by
the Southwest Florida Water Management District.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Matters of the Heart Ministry fundraising event
BRUNCH from front page

came out of her pocket.
“It’s one of those
things. When you get
your little social security
check, you just say, ‘I’m
gonna make it happen.’
It’s about just blessing
people,” she said.
Those who came just
expecting a good meal
and high fashions soon

learned that you can’t
leave one of Wright’s
events without having
gone to church. Even her
entertainment
was
anointed.
Recording
artist
Keona Jordan performed
“Pulling Closer” off her
new album “I’m Listening,” and comedian Deon-

Keona Jordan

Deontae Williams

tae Williams joked about
being made to go to
church seven days a
week.
“Mama, even the Lord
took a day off.”
Minister
Michael
Bryant spoke about family and the importance of
a father’s love.
“When it comes to

Minister Michael Bryant

raising sons, a mother’s
love nurtures, but a father’s love empowers,” he
said adding that there are
so many talented young
men, “but they run out of
power before they succeed.”
Bryant also spoke
about engaging young
people because they will

not put on the “yoke of religion” without being engaged on an intellectual
level. He said parents
must help them to understand that the bible is scientifically, historically and
archeologically accurate.
Once church was over,
a fashion show that could
have rivaled Fashion

Week in Paris began.
Wright even coaxed two
of her grandchildren to
model the latest spring
fashions.
If you’d like to donate
to Matters of the Heart to
continue their work in the
community, you can call
727-488-8818 to give your
tax-deductible donations.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
South St. Pete celebrates Relay For Life 2017
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
One of the hottest days of
the year did not stop the
more than 400 citizens of all
ages from coming out and
taking part in the annual
American Cancer Society’s
Relay For Life fundraiser at
the Lakewood High School
last Friday, April 28.
The air was filled with the
smell of grilled hamburgers,
hotdogs and a variety of
sweets. To quince one’s
thirst, several varieties of
lemonade, teas, soft drinks,
and sodas were available.
After a community
prayer to bless the
fundraiser and all participants, Zala Highsmith
shared a soul-stirring story
about being a two-time cancer survivor for more than

30 years.
Competitive
Edge
kicked off the entertainment segment for the
evening with their high energy, acrobatic dance routines. The majority of
runners, walkers, parents
and well wishers formed a
semi-circle and cheered the
young performers as they
executed their dance routines.
After sunset, approximately 20 kids participated
in several fun rounds of musical chairs as DJ Paul D
provided the soundtrack for
the event.
Every year, the most
stirring part of the event occurs when the football stadium lights are turned off to
highlight the luminaria that
lines the entire track field.
Luminarias are decorated

light-colored bags with a
person’s name and a short
message on each.
The luminaria ceremony pays tribute to those
cancer victims who have
transitioned to their heavenly home, those who are
aggressively fighting the
good fight and those who
are in remission. Therefore,
it punctuates the spiritual elements of hope, healing and
rebirth from cancer.
The treatment of cancer
is extraordinarily expensive.
According to the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, the Agency for Research and Quality reported
in 2013 direct medical costs
for cancer as well as healthcare expenditures reached
$74.8 billion. Hospital outpatient or office-based visits
represented 43.7 percent of

Think you have what it takes to be Top Chef? Dads prepare your
child (ren)’s favorite dish and let your child explain why they love it!
Fathers are welcome to participate by preparing your child (ren)’s favorite dish for
all to taste. Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place, and People’s Choice.
For additional information, please call 727-767-6780
or to enter competition, register online at
www.Hopkinsallchildrens.org/dadscooktoo
Saturday, June 10th 2017 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital Education & Conference Center,
701 4th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

costs; inpatient hospital
stays made up 39.7 percent
of the cost and 11.6 percent
on prescription medications
comprised the remaining
costs.
By 2020, however, the
increasing survival rate of
cancer patients could result
in an estimated cost of cancer care reaching $173 billion, an increase of 39
percent from 2010.
Therefore, annual Relay
For Life fundraisers help
provide financial support to
fight one of the deadliest lifethreatening diseases worldwide. According to the
American Cancer Society’s
report “Cancer Facts and
Figures 2016,” an estimated
595,690 American citizens
are predicted to have died
from cancer in the same
year; 314,290 males and

281,400 females.
By Wednesday, the
Relay For Life event at Lakewood High School raised
$13,639. However, donations can still be made
through at acsevents.org
and then selecting a team to
support.
In its 12th year, the south
St. Petersburg event was divided among three teams;
Top Teams, Top Participants
and Top Companies.
TOP TEAMS
Mt Zion Progressive
MBC - $4,596
Victory Lane - $3,872
Eta Rho Ques - $1,229
Delta Allstars - $797
Sistahs Surviving Breast
Cancer - $580
Alpha Kappa Alpha ZUO - $579
NCNW St. Petersburg $445

Leeslegacy Family &
Friends - $410
Scholars for a cure - $326
New Mt. Olive Primitive
Baptist Church - $150
TOP PARTICIPANTS
Antoinette Lane - $657
Debra Short - $630
Charlene Harrison $580
Timeka Walker - $482
Dorothy Herring-Lee $130
Javan Turner - $100
Linda
SantiagoSanoguet - $100
Lise Amundrud - $80
Lottie Cuthbertson - $75
NCNW St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section - $50
TOP COMPANIES
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority - $579
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. - $125
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.




Call: 727-896-2922
  




 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the patterned growth of human excellence and good character
through building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.......................................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study)...................................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ..............12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

3762 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg • 727-327-8483




 

Victory Christian Center Church





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.










 
  
  
 
 

  

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.



Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



 

  
 

      

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





City of Refuge Christian Church
“Come Experience the Breath of God That Giveth Life”


 

 

   






13272 66th Street North, Largo, FL
813-573-5044 • www.cityofrefugefl.org
Pastor Dr. Jerome D. Jordan & Pastor Kisha Jordan
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday night Let's Go Deeper Bible Study at 7:00 p.m
INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION SHOW'S ON 2 DIFFERENT NETWORK
Real Talk with Kisha Jordan Monday nights at 10:30 p.m.
on Cable, Roku, all smart phones & on www.preachthewordnetwork.com
Saturday nights at 8:00 p.m Cable, Roku all smart phones & on www.thenownetwork.org
For more info please go to www.kishajordanenterprises.org

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for May

May 5 - St. Mark M.B.C.
Business Meeting -7:00 p.m.
May 8 - PIZZA MinistryChild’s Park: 6-7:30 p.m.
May 14
Mother’s
Day
May15 - PIZZA MinistryChild’s Park: 6-7:30 p.m.
May 21 -4th Annual Mission Awards Luncheon-3:30
p.m. at St. Mark
May 22 - PIZZA MinistryChild’s Park: 6-7:30 p.m.
May 29 - Memorial DayChurch Office Closed
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30

Pastor’s Corner
a.m.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
This is your invitation to
the church where we know
“it’s just nice to be nice” Come
to the Ship and see for yourself. Need a place to call
home, we're not perfect, all of
us have sinned and fallen
short, you can come here just
as you are, seeking a Word
from the Lord, great Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7 pm, Also
Youth Enrichment, alittle
something full of Fun and
Spiritual designed just for the
children and Preaching is
what you desire, well, look no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP,” will hold their
regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and
Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor and the Official
Board stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
May at the Ship
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 10:45 am Worship Service,
a Real place to be for these
Real times.
Thursday, May 4, 2017 at
Noon – NATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER – All members and
the Community are invited to
attend this event of Prayer.
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Women's
Ministry Leader.

Mon., May 8 at 7 pm –
89th Church Anniversary
Committee to Meet, please be
present and on time, matters
of great important are on the
table. Sis. Darlene Sumbry,
Chair.
Wednesday
night live,
May 10, 7 pm Pastor is asking
for the adult mass choir, male
chorus and the first Sunday
ushers to serve, communion
will be served at the end of
service. The tribe of Issachar
(May) and adult dance ministry will prepare the love fellowship dinner, Mother
Fulton and Sister Verelena
Merritt, Captains.
Sat., May 13, 3:30 pm, the
laymen of the Ship will honor
all the mothers of the church
at their annual Mother’s Day
dinner in the upper room.
Also the laymen will pay attribute to all mothers at both
services on Mother’s Day.
Bro. Bobby Robinson, ministry leader.
Fr., May 19, 7 pm, second
quarter church conference, all
members are encouraged to
attend and be on time.
West Coast Baptist District Association Congress Host hotel information:
Reservation cut-off date is,
Mon., June 27 – Staybridge
Suites-St. Petersburg, Downtown, 940 5th Ave. S, St. Pe-

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Growing in Christ Consciousness
Jesus Christ is our example of what it
means to be fully human and fully divine.
He demonstrated to his family, his disciples,
his friends and now to us, what it means to
grow in Christ consciousness. Jesus was not
born Christ; he became Christ. “That same
Jesus who you have crucified God has made
him both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36).”
Jesus was born Jesus of Nazareth. He
was known as the carpenter’s son. He was
called Jesus of Nazareth to distinguish him
from other males in the region who had the
same name. Jesus experienced the same developmental process that we experience.
“And the child grew in wisdom and statue
and increased in favor with God and with
people (Luke 2:52).”

At his baptism performed by John the
Baptist, Jesus became fully aware of his spirituality that he was, in fact, the Christ.
John’s affirmation, the voice from heaven
and the dove were all external indicators of
the internal expansion that was taken place
inside of him (Matthew 3:11-17).
As Jesus Christ, when people saw him,
they saw the Father manifested through his
thoughts, his words and his actions. “God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power who went about doing
good and healing all those who were oppressed (Acts 10:38).” As we become more
of the Christ, when people see us they will
see our good works and glorify our Father
(Matthew 5:14).

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR KISHA JORDAN
tersburg, 33705. We have secured 20 studio suites at
$119.00 per night, July 17-21.
You may also call (855) 9141821, use Booking Code WCB
(West Coast Baptist Association).
Minister
Sharon
Saulsby, Dean of the Congress. The Host Church:
Friendship Missionary Missionary Baptist Church, Dr.
John
A.
Evans,
Sr.,
Pastor/Moderator, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S, St.
Petersburg, FL 33712 Church
Office: 727-906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

City of Refuge Christian Church

Devil in a dress, Satan in a suit
Praise the Lord for truly the Lord is
worthy to be praised. Just thinking about
the goodness of Jesus makes me want to
rejoice and shout, “Thank God for saving
me!” Once again I say to you dear reader,
“What a great and powerful God we
serve!”
As my husband has repeatedly stated
over the years and in sermons, many people carr y on and cut up like the biggest
devils the world has ever seen when they
are in the fires and storms of life. Their
countenance, character and the way they
converse are just dreadful, distasteful, &
downright despicable. With such behaviors, God is not pleased.
Instead of a halo, an angelic glow, a
godly persona and living like a friend of
God, it’s like they have horns growing out
of their head, pitchfork in hand, a forked
tail sticking from their backside and they
are parading around like Satan is their pal.
The question you must ask yourself are
“What are you wearing? Are you sporting
a halo or is your head decorated with
horns? Are you clothes in righteousness or
cloaked in sin? Here’s another question
worth considering “Does your public outfit
(in church) match the one you put on
when you are behind closed doors (in your
home)?”
If you want to know what areas in your
life need deliverance, watch your actions

when your back is against the wall, when
you are suffering, when things are not
going your way, when you are in the fire of
life. Here’s why. Without the Holy Spirit
and His power and presence in your life,
old habits will come out of hiding when
troubles hits your door.
The truth of the matter is, if you are not
led by the Holy Spirit and clothed in righteousness, the trials of life can make you act
unseemly, unwisely, ungodly. We should
not have a Jekyll and Hyde Christian life.
In this God is not glorified. In fact, I will go
so far to say that in such behavior God is
horrified. Bad times should not be a license to act like a buffoon.
To truly grow and go higher in God,
the trials, troubles and tribulations of life
should bring forth His glory. You see I believe that our God is glorified when we are
patient, prayerful, and persistent in our
walk with Him. The person whom we see
on Sunday morning should be the same
person we see the remainder of the week.
Anything less than that is tantamount to
walking around like the devil in a dress or
cruising through life like the Satan in a
nice suite.
Stay focused. I pray that you were encouraged and enlightened by this message
from the pastor’s corner.
Visit us on our web site at www.kishajordanenterprises.org or www.cityofrefugefl.org.
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